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) % - STATEMENT.

.t i

WILLIAM LANSON'S STATEMENT | )

It is well understood by some, that I carried
1. - Showing : on the Wharf Building and Livery Stable business
wing the cause of his situation, sinee the until 1843, when T had a fall and hurt me to that de-
Year 1843. gree, that I was obliged to giveit up, and on account

2. Showing the of losses by fire and other ways, I have been obliged

; Mmanagement and conductin to oceupy some small places for the purpose of selling
hig house-keeping, for the last five years 3 clathingyand other small notions, tﬂ sﬂppurt myself
3. Showing the good ch : : | and wife. Ihave beenin the way of getting a place
thig i character of his house, by near where the sailors come, becange some of them |
owledgments of city offiers, were in my debt. 1 have been in this busincss, more

4. Showind or less, for about five years. I did not expect to
7 g iié that he has been kept in Jail a3po make much, but was i:oulr hapes of making a Lving,
't e ast three years, the reason of which th not meaning toinfringe on the rulesof the city in the
reader must find out, for he d il least. My family is, and gencrally has been, small.
5. Bhowin oes not know, I should not think, taking the whaole five years, that [

_ g that the murder of Parkis by Y have averaged more than four in my family.—
mans in his house, was without y lem-. Up to the 22d of April, 1848, if’ the police had not
any cause. — troabled me, I should have made a living. When - |

-
o

e i g e

this last mizfortune took place,I had paid up my rent |
to the Friday before, and as far as IThad gone endeav- [
ored to pay. The next week | meant to have gone 1
into the elothing business altogether. [
Thére have been a great many observations made

= without the least foundation, but I mean to satisly the |
CA3E T 8 city, and some of the public, that my desire has been \
. Prany ik o not to break the rules of the city, but to keep every 5 P
thing as orderly as possible. There has not been a ¥ |
fight in any of my housekeeping in the last five years, |
nor a game of cards played. I did not keep any of |

!
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the gay yvoung company, and but very few of any
other, and for reference  to satisfy, I shall yefer you
all to call on Mr, Jesse Knevals, one of the city offi-
cers, who, as the eitizens know, is a Very enterpris-
Imgman.  Mr. K. has paid greal atlention, and often
looked and seen for himself, that every house which
I have kept for the purpose of selling, for the last
five years, was al] right, at all times, . He generally
hfu.l several other men with him, and 1 have known
him to eall at my house three times in 24 hours,
About two years ago Ikept a house on the hill
nearly a mile from the Green, where I did not think
of keeping any shop, but he was on the spot, let the
Wind blow high or low, hajl gp 8now, rain or shine
dark or light, cold or hot, it made no difference with
him, he was the most thorough man I ever saw. One
night when I kept on the hill, although he had been
there the same day, about 1 o’clog)k at night some one
knoeled at the front door, T got up and unlocked the
door, and in came Mr. Knevals and several others
who took lights and looked all over the house ur:
Stairs and down stairs, and when Le left he ;aid
every thing was all right, and that Wwas what he had
always said before. Ia made several sueh night
Visits over there, when he had several men to guft:rr!
the outside doors; and in the Potter house, where |
kept Jast, T had Mr. Knevals and his eompany, and
Bromham and his company, and now and ther ’the
met together, being nearly a dozen in the whole
making my house look quite respectable. They used
to take lights and look all over the chambers and iy
the closets, and when they came down, My, Knevalg
would say, come Lanson, sy pPpose you unlock _',-'nui-
bed-room door, and let us see what is there. Ialways
unlocked it. This and the chambey door, were the
only doors with locks, bug those officers said that all
was right.  Mr. Knevals had always lound every

5
thing so for the last five years. He never told me

what they were looking for, but sometimes asked me
if such and such articles had not been left or sold

- to me, and if they had I always said so, and got thein

at onge. The last article he took from me was &
new coat [ had paid six dollars for: that was stolen,
and he took it away. Thave given up a good many
articles that were stolen. When I econsider a thing
stolen, T notify some officer immediately. There were
several taken from my house by my deteeting them.
Stealing is what 1 do not hold to. There was a gen-
tleman that lost about sixty dollars, and he notified
me, describing the man, and I got over [ fty-five dol-
lars and the rogue. I think 1 might do a zood deal
in this way for the town, as I have had a pretty good
experience in human nature for the last 30 years,
But as Mr. Knevals has visited my places day
and night, and has not found the least thing against
any place I have occupied for the last five years, |
hope that the readers and hearers of this will be sat.
isfied that 1 have kept a better house than ecould
be expected, which you will find to be all true ;
and il any person or persons are at o loss about it,
ask Mr. Knevals. 1 shall refer the eit y to all the
officers that have been in the way of looking for
crimes. ;

I have something further to state, which will give
farther satisfaction, that my intentions were to keep
as fair a house as I could.” And this will show that
my friend Knevals spares no pains te attend to his
duty. Sometime last Januvary, there was a woman
came to my house and wanted work, and my wife
being unable to do any thing, and this person was ac-
quainted with the police, and they with her, I told her
il'Icould get their consent she might stay. 1 did get
their consent, and in about three days, in the first

of the evering, she fell off from five stairs and broke
¥
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her arm, and I got it set, and kept her about six fs

weeks, till she could help a little with one hand.
Une evening there was some extra eompany came in
about 11 o'clock, which was seldom. They wanted
some refreshments, and I was not ready to shutup till
‘about 5 o'clock, this woman setting up and helping

IT

i 7 d d a lawyer,
-1 it was a bad house, very bad. Iha

;:ll:ll }.‘.'Ir. Knevals was asked by him, what he knew
about my house, and if he would tell? Ile said he
found a sailor may in bed with a woman,—the same

old story,—and he had seen a white man a'::_nrnut thizre
two or three times, who had sore eyes. INow what

. ilor, I knew no more
me what she could. The house was clear, I thought, | happened to the dw fma%;;g?“:i;li:,as coing to strike
and when she went up stairs to bed, [ took the pad- fabout, than 1 did that j

lock off from the chamber door, and left it ofl, as I
had two railroad men up there, who wanted to get
away early. About 7 o'clock Mr. Knevals came in
and went directly up stairs, as usual, and he found a
sailor in bed with this woman ; and it appears that
this was the great object that those gentlemen and
Mr. Knevals had been so long locking for, which is
the only crime that Mr. Knevals can say he ever
found in any of my housekeeping,in the whole five
vears. I had been begging Mr. Knevals to take her
away for two weeks before, at two or three different
times, but could not get an answer. This he cannot
deny. This man I knew no more about, than I do
those in Canada, which every body knows 1 should
not have left the doors open clear to the street.

The second day afier the great deed was commit-
ted, in April, 1848, 1 was up town, and saw Mr.
Bromham, the officer, he asked me to call into Esq.
Bennet's office, about 4 o'clock, P. M., this was abont
half past three. Iwent there about the time, and
the Esquire was all ready to proceed. He told me
Le had got two or three counts against me, when 1
tried to get permission to get my witnesses, but it was
not granted. The Esquire went right forward with
his elaim. He had two or three witnesses of his ac-
quaintance who appeared to understand it better than
1 did.  Bad house appeared to take the best, and I
thought Mr. Knevals was one of the main witnesses,
and he was sworn and had to speak against me. He

Jisson. Therefore, I see no other erime rais-
Elr;g;lti;l, me by any of the city officers, in t]?e, ia;&
five years, excepting this old white man, E-r GH i
sore eyes, made out by Mr. Knevals before Sq. E'-:L
net, last April. Ithiuk all the city officers }l:.ma pm__
very good attention towards keeping m:.rh ;f_lllsnskm
derly, and 1 should think Mr. Knevals 3 taken
lichts and looked at my house in the night aeﬂsgg,
more times than 1 have hairs on the top ol n';}'f e -
and he has always been about so good nature .[1;[' 1‘i C
last five years. This white man that he :lnsc_n ed is
one of two that came into Mr. Potters, that kept un-
der me, and got their meals, and they ﬁlﬂpt tc}:l-
gether up in my chamber about three nights 688 ;
Those men were about 45 years old, each, were tire'
clothed for laboring men, very civil, and Pa“é} eni"
lodging every night before they went to bed. . nﬁ 0
them had sorc eyes, but I did not know that suc ;a
thing wonld be brought up againsi me 1n c:{mt ?1
keeping a had house, which 1 :_:nus.ldcr us tile: un‘y

erime that has been rdisnuvm*cd in any of my house-
eeping./in the last five years. ‘
Le;lzilidgﬂm intend to keep any of the young gay _cdnm;
pany, they all went to the two dance !1?1159.5._ 1 di - n?d
board one of them a day last year. That kind ndﬂ
men was all my custom, unless some happene :m
come in from one or the other of the dance h{}us:ts.
I hope I may be considered more Fammhh? thf&nh“ as
expected. My principle is to do as I would have




. Others do to me

by,

8

~—@a Principle

I am always one thing,

never endeavor tg be the

keeping in the last five Years: but [

stood that My, KHB"-"HJE, with
any other city officer has found

city w

or later and the city satisfied.

willful lie, gp pl

I'always mean to live
and mean abont right,

author of a quarpe] ¢
ay akgame of cards, o
1y. I prefer to do ap

® €asy as to do an inju-
I defy any one in this ¢ity to say that

coen any thing to (he contrary of what | ha

Ve named,

all his exertions, nor

‘ any erimes, excepting
Some one might haye come th

If there hag been erin
been introdaced to Esq. B
il be satisfed that my
been very bad,

dealing ip clothing, ITT ha
not fecl as if I ha. eo
common, that | ecoyjy
throw a stone on to 1
last April, ang think likely
many more, whepa they se)
meat and hread,

ere with something

1es found they wonld

ennet. T think the
intentions have not

My busi ness, last season, was mostly
ve sold a few drinks, T dp

mmitted g crime, for it was so
stand on Mr, Potpey's steps and
9 places where they sold liquor
that 1 might fnd g good

l'it as public as they do
I hope that g will be right, soonep

New Havew, Ocr. 911, 1848 _
i ' 'sfurtunﬁ#ﬁ-
’ ted to describe something of the mi :
: hmi }ﬁ;?-;:i_le rlr:;rphmme one Sunday moming last sprin [E, mt] the
thﬁt t:;.}j"j BI P‘;lrl-:issnn by 8. C. Yemmans, jand without t ]:::11 tﬂ;ﬁ;
o ‘hatever. - Mr. Parkisson had been at my hunari a -
o “Hg was a very mild tempered man, and 1 never newP : :d
G to have ten words together.at any one time,  Mr. P. i
b ma.liln tiof money about four days, and he wanted to sl-nphc_w 4
Sy d he had made a bargsin” with me to exchange EI |:rls:
]?Il‘:;“:jgs‘ Tcmnmnn cotton =hirt, and -n‘:ine._wEd ::iehaa?] :tl;j ;’L}gr:‘i -
i ening, ITe went to. aho och,
thiz was en Saturday evening, JBh, igvied ghout 9 ocloc,
arning he went'ont to'walk, an ed a
u:a:iﬂiu.u 'li:]'ﬂﬁ; breakfast was most ready, he took lr!; shirt ;:ﬁ
xﬂv:nt into the entry and I:aéi %ﬂm up lhﬁ'ﬁr gra.li;mtiil;u?:gillrfil fhnd
this blow was given by S, +. Yemmans, : Pt il
| 80 much, but his head was hurt so,
‘t::p{:lts ]:‘:?1:: ]EE; :;]i.w:ea of bone. He lived one hour a;_td an:riaa. hﬁf:;
This Yemumans had been about hr.:a}r hnug:i .?.:. E&l é:-é‘ . ?;t:n hﬁley&
i ay in in it'but one night to my .
ﬂﬁﬂt‘f !E: the first room. Hiz dress and 'IE‘l pearulnce w:tla ::3]3
rell. 1 had a house of $IX rooms. cse Lwo men al
nd :nﬁghunt 44, 8nd one that need to fo out washing, mmcﬁm&u
wu?; than a mile from home.  These four persons were all my
E? ily durine the month.of April. _ Mylhcm;_: engaged in this t}:;
]'mn A Et:‘lt:‘:,pl have composed a ‘few |I1}ﬂﬁ N my weak 'u.lrn:,r,
truf:;?rmeaning to have them have o bearing on what took place on
that Sunday morning.

LINES .
Descriptive of the Murder of . Parkisson,

COMPOSED BY WILLIAM LANSON.

1 On the twentieth day of April
C. Parkisson was slain,
By Samuel C. Yemmans,
From'the northward did hail.
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2 He put up at William Lanson’s, 4nd with a;big hedpost
Who never saw him before ; / All clasped in his hands.
He behaved very properly
Until the four days were o'er.

-

9 And when Mr. Patkisson !
Came within his reach,
He was seen for to strike him

8 C. Parkisson was an inmate With the bed-post, when he fell.

Of Lanson’s that time,

Who lived in New Haven, 10 This blow was so fatal
In William Potter's saloon. That nothing could be done ;
Mr. Parkisson was senseless,

4 C. Parkisson rose early And his life almost gone.

And went out to wallk,

_. _And when he refurned . 11 The Doctors did probe him,
; It was about eight o'clock. And searched for his wounds ;
: il S o And they did find in them
. 1 Th‘*"i morning being pleasant, Twenty-three pieces of bones.
' Which was on the Lord’s day, - !
Something past cight o'clock, 12 O Samuel C. Yemr_.l-mns,
And as Plﬂﬂﬂ&ﬂt as Ma_}: ) how he did stare,
. About four thousand people
6 Ie had just then got ready Had soon gathered there.
His shirt to exchange,
And in less than one minute 13 Thiz man was surrounded
Struck senseless and dumb. And fully bound down ;
3 = 3 Don’t you hear the chains rattle
7 The people that were near, Which he wears on his hands?
Supposed he had a fit ; : .
He bled very freely, 14 When the jury were ready,
And all from his head. Mayor Peck just eame in,
' He said, William Lanson,
8 C. Yemmans was standing | Who saw what was done ?

On the top of ‘the stairs,




15 On this “'iuhd&'}f’ﬂlbrnif:g, W b ‘i
" So brilliant and still,
There was no liquo E.fsnrnug A
Nor sp-::-k_en ui h}f"hun.

¥

16 The i-:r’lir davs : & sawlYﬁmmuns

“He was sober and lrmd |

Not dIStllI‘hE[!li by 11 BOOR:  h el A |
Tn frat:tu.rfr,h:s Irlmt:l,.!b '

17 The Doctorsthey found 72
Tha,tlhifs life very short, | [ /.
Just mght;,rnfuur mmptes '
Fm[? T.[IIIB.-I‘- Piea'g:mt walk e a

18 Dbsurvahﬂnélmﬁj' be made, “ bt

Butwe 'kﬂﬁtlﬂt for 1.1,.r]11r-'f L.
Thﬂreila no onefto deeide .

R ——

But the MI :?gmqg E:,e: i

o e

19 Parkisson w 'éﬂi. white mah |
About fifty Verrs of age—"

Had a kind dispesition,, & i
Neither fractious nor hq.fl.

20 Yém‘rﬁa.lfs is ' white mai, ' '
About i’urtﬁ'i years'of age, |
The four pa:,.s he was abont me
I saw nntj?m,g h,&d <[ 4K
T}mpa twa old men, bqa-.rdars,
Wmf ,a.jH that I had,

344 Hﬂ. 1 i
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