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How George E. Hubbel
Aided Abraham Linc,}glin

More About Our Bridge
Cases and Abraham Lin-

f§ * coln’s Effective Way of
ol Getting One of Them
a| Thrown Out of Court.
‘ - Davenport, 1a., Feb. 19.—(To the
'.d" Editor of The Democrat.)—The edi-
‘a | torial in The Democrat of Feb. 12 §

relative to Abraham Lincoln’s con-

nection with the suit brought
against the Bridge company in
Davenport recalls some interesting
personal memories.

Norman B. Judd of Chicago ana
Abraham Lincoln of Springfield, 1L,
were the attorneys of the Bridge
company. A commission was ap-
| pointed by the United States court
in behalf of the plaintiff to take
depoalﬂons of witnesses and I was
: ployed as attorney to follow this
| commission and cross-examine such
vitnesses, and for 60 days I at-
to this duty, sending to Mr.
In the testimony of each th—

ness as soon as taken.
| This commission took dcpositions
in every city from St. Louis to St.
on the line of the Mississippi
- for two months, I being care-
) out on cross-examina-
f each of their witnesses that
raw pier of the bridge com-
ined of, was on the Iowa side of

middle thread of the main cur-
. of the river which was the le-
boundary line between Iowa
is. ‘When this evidence

i4 c;ion be dismissed for
jurisdiction in the Illinois
b - the mntgdm;d evi-

W _show! e pler com-

: vﬁ in the state of Iowa
action should have been

in Jowa. This motion

GEO, E. HUBBELL.

which I shall never forget. While
Knox, the eloquent, was speaking,
the little pumping engine down in
the coffer dam began to work all
alone—Knox stopped, looked down |,

and said, “Let her go, it is.more
than half human, it knows that we
are laying the corner stone of the
pier of the first railroad bridge that
ever crossed the Father of Waters.”
Now the markets being east of
our great productive West, the
transportation facilities being by
rail, wherever those great lines im-
pinge n the Mississippi river we
find a railway bridge to span the
waters. These is no doubt, from
the evidence taken that the draw
pier of ‘that first railroad bridge
was' ‘about 14 degrees out of the

real water line of the river passing
through the draw, which made it

difficult for pilots to stear aa.mly
thro

ugh.
This action was an action in

equity brm?ght by the St. Lmﬂs‘
Chamber o merce vs. the
‘Bridge company abate a nuis-

ance to navigation, asking the re-

moval of the draw pier, and m ;
i nog;i jury trial. 3

erwards the Effie

e of staamet by mistake of the |

* the m‘&
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Wf NCQLN AND OUR BRIDGE.

rmey George E. aBbell calls our attention to
‘ ﬁxe ta.ct that there we e two lawsuits that were the

——

b omsmwm of the steamboat men’s warfare on the

original’ bridge across the Mississippi at Davenport,
and that Abraham Lincoln was one of the counsel
for the railway companies in both suits. Mr. Hub-
bell, himself, had a connection with the first suit,
~and helped gather the evidence on which Mr. Lin-
~coln had the case thrown out of court in Illinois
for lack of jurisdiction. His interesting contribution
to the history of these cases is to be found else-
where on this'page
i It was the second of these suits in which, as Mr,
- Hubbell says, the owners of the Effie Aften were
suing for damages, that brought Mr. Lincola to Dav-
enport to investigate the location of the bridge and
its relation to the direction of the current, etc., as
_ mentioned in this column last week. Mr. Lincoln
made an extended argument in that case, a copy of |,
~ which The Democrat has, and which it will publish
next Sunday as a further contribution to the history
w:wriaaﬂononmeriveras awholo nn o:thh :
wu in wum:. : i




