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A Treatise on the Law of Railroads. By H. G. Wood. Second
edition, by H. D. Minor. Three volumes. Price, $i8.oo net.
The Boston Book Company, Boston, Mass.

The first edition of this valuable work appeared in x885,
embodying the results of the author's wide experience and deep
learning. It has enjoyed an enviable reputation as a scholarly
and masterful treatment of one of the most important departments
of modern law. The author's style is clear, copious, and flowing,
making the work very readable and attractive. The various
topics are treated in sufficient detail for all practical purposes.
And yet we find no reference to the "standard bill of lading," the

construction and binding force of which have become a most impor-
tant matter; nor do we find any discussion of the right of the rail-

road company to insist upon the presentation of the bill of lading
as a cbndition precedent to the delivery of goods. These points are,
however, embraced in principle in the discussion of the right of

the carrier to limit by contract its common law liability as a car-

rier, and its duty to deliver to the right person. It is a discussion
of the law as it is found in the decided cases, and does not-save
in few instances -indulge in abstract theory or speculation. It is

for the lawyer in active practice, rather than for the dreaming
philosopher who would devise an harmonious system of law scien-
tifically classified. The chapter on corporate powers and therein
of ultra vires acts is forcible and very satisfactory. The various

rules concerning this subject are clearly stated as they have been

acted upon by the courts. The author evidently would favor the

abolition of the common law prohibition of merely unauthorized
corporate acts, leaving the validity of corporate contracts to
depend upon the same principles as the contracts of individuals,
-reserving to the state, however, the right to punish corporations
for violations of public policy, and to share-holders the right to
disaffirm unauthorized acts of their agents. The work of revi-

sion is well and skillfully done. Many recent cases have been

cited and the gist of the more important embodied in the text
and notes. One new chapter on the subject of "Railroads in

Streets and Highways," has been added. New sections have

been inserted, and some old ones re-written to make them con-
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form to later decisions. Railroad law has developed rapidly in
the last nine years, and a real service has been done the pro-
fession in presenting a revised edition of this standard treatise.

Elements of the American Law of Sales of Personal Property. By
Irving Browne. 1894. Sheep, $2.50; leatherette, $2.00, net. The
Boston Book Company, Boston, Mass.

This little book of two hundred pages contains a concise expla-
nation of the principles of the contract of sale. The author has
followed the general arrangement of Benjamin on Sales, but
the work is by no means a mere digest. The text is based, almost
exclusively, on American decisions; most of the citations being
from the "American" system of reports. The style is remark-
able for its brevity and clearness. While the book is primarily
intended for the use of students, it is well worth its cost to any
lawyer.

" The Pattee Series." Illustrative Cases for Law School Use. By
W. S. Pattee, LL. D., Dean of the College of Lawi University of
Minnesota, assisted by Prof. James Paige, LL.M., of the same
College. T. & J. W. Johnson & Co., 535 Chestnut Street, Phila-
delphia, Pa.

The Pattee Series of Illustrative Cases is a very happy blending
of the advantages of the " Case Method," the system of legal in-
struction in vogue at Harvard, with the "Dwight Method" which
is adopted by most of the other American Law Schools. Usually,
efforts to combine the two methods have resulted in the presenta-
tion of the case to the student as being merely corroborative of
some principle enunciated in the class-room, rather than in allow-
ing him to discover the principle for himself, from the inductive
reasoning in the case, after being guided by some general state-
ment from the instructor. It is the object of this entire series to
make a clear and accurate statement of that part of jurisprudence
with which the several volumes respectively deal, and to accom-
pany each statement with a case illustrating its application. Such
a combination of principle.and "Illustrative Case" aids both
the understanding and the memory. A brief review of each of
the volumes already published follows:

Illustrative Cases in Partnersh6. By James Paige. Price, $2. 00.

On the first page of the collection of cases on Partnership, is
given an Analytical table, outlining four divisions of the subject.
A. How Partnerships are formed. B. Powers, Rights, Duties and
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Obligations Arising out of the Relation. C. Remedies. D. Dis-

solution. Cases are cited under each head, and cases well selected,

with every evidence of a careful consideration of their value to the

beginner. Decisions of our highest American Courts are given,

to the exclusion of the English reports, which is perhaps an un-

fortunate narrowing of the student's view. Altogether, the Illus-

trative Cases in Partnership is a valuable addition to a most

valuable series of legal literature.

Illustrative Cases in Realtv. Part I., Land. By W. S. Pattee.

Price, $2.00.
The object of this little book is to give a number of cases which

will illustrate the leading principles which come up in the study of

Real Property. It is a collection of cases of recent date, most of

them taken from American State decisions, with which a student,

as he enters upon his professional career, should be familiar.

Many English cases and ancient authors are cited for reference, and

the student is encouraged to examine them. A conspicuous head-

ing to each case renders it easy to select a proper case to study in

connection with the principle involved.

Illustrative Cases in PersonalY. Part I. and Part II., Sales. By

W. S. Pattee. Price, $2.00 each.
The collection of cases in Personalty is intended to supplement

and illustrate the statements of legal principles set forth in the

many treatises on this subject. These cases are object lessons,

showing the application of principles in specific instances. The

selection of the cases is made almost entirely from the decisions of

American courts, and comprises modern cases to a large extent.

A comprehensive view of the questions and points discussed is

given, and the actual law as it is to-day in this country is presented.

The cases are printed in the same general form in which they ap-

pear in the regular reports, and the headlines in large type direct

the reader to the principles treated in the particular case which

follows. Other cases and authorities are cited, so that the student

or lawyer can extend his researches more widely if he so desires.

Illustrative Cases in Contracts. By W. S. Pattee. Price, $4.00.

The series of cases illustrating the principles of Contracts com-

prises about one hundred and fifty American cases, selected from the

United States Reports, and from those of twenty-one States in the

Union. A classification and a few elementary definitions are given

in the front of the book. At the head of each division of the subject,
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the general rule is stated, and then follow the topics under each rule,
stated formally, with the case or cases illustrating the principle
beneath. Additional authorities, English as well as American,
are cited in the notes, which together with the references given in
the opinions of the cases which appear in full, afford ample oppor-
tunity for further investigation. An index is given, both of the
cases reported and of the principles illustrated. The chief value
of the collection lies in the arrangement, and the care which has
been exercised in the choice of cases.

Illustrative Cases in Lomestic Relations. By James Paige. Price,
$4.00.

This volume on Domestic Relations covers about 470 pages,
and is bound in cloth. The subject is taken up in an orderly fash-
ion, dealing first with Husband and Wife, followed in order by
Parent and Child, Guardian and Ward, and Infancy. The subject
of Master and Servant, which has usually been deemed a branch
of this same subject, is considered as falling more properly under
the heading of Torts, and hence will appear with the cases on that
subject. The cases have been chosen without discrimination as to
State, and, besides many leading cases, the addition of more recent
decisions brings the law up to date. Where there is a difference
of opinion as to the law, cases are given on both sides, and at the
close of each case are citations in support of the doctrine there
laid down. This book will be found of particular value to the
student, whether in an office or law school, and whether studied in
connection with the text-book or not, and it will always be a handy
and helpful addition to his working library as a practitioner.


