Quintin Johnstone

James A. Thomast

Quintin Johnstone’s role at Yale Law School has been substantial and
somewhat paradoxical. There is no doubt that he has left his mark upon
generations of students who, themselves, will attest that they learned not
only substantive law under his tutelage, but also something of the disci-
pline necessary for true scholarship. At the same time, Quintin has stead-
fastly maintained his own approach to law teaching along with his own
unspoiled personality. That personality, he is the first to admit, has not
always been attuned to the harmonics associated generally with member-
ship on the Yale Law School faculty.

His colleagues and other scholars will speak of his impressive scholarly
achievements. I will only say that I have been amazed by the consistency
of reports from alumni who praise the effectiveness of his teaching. Many
give him predominate credit for the early development of their practi-
tioner’s skills. It is Quintin Johnstone the man, rather than Professor
Johnstone the scholar, of whom I wish to speak.

Although he delights in his reputation for being a demanding teacher
and tough grader, Quintin has been, in fact, a caring and sensitive indi-
vidual. On a number of occasions when serious problems arose concerning
the adequacy of academic performances by students, it was he who found
a way to permit the students to prove themselves. Often the solutions re-
quired considerable extra work on his part. But then, he has never been
one to complain about extra work. Quintin Johnstone is the only law
professor I have known whom one might consistently expect to find in his
office at 7:00 a.m. or earlier.

Often Quintin Johnstone used his direct manner in a fashion that
would mask his considerable sense of humor. He could be so forthright
that a student dealing with him would become convinced that he was a
tyrant or a curmudgeon or both. After several follow-up contacts, how-
ever, the student would begin to realize that Quintin cared deeply about
excellence and that his straightforward approach reflected genuine con-
cern for the student’s education. The student would sometimes also be
surprised to get a glimpse of a wit that secretly dwelled within this all-
too-serious person.

In fact, in his last years of teaching, Quintin Johnstone was beginning
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to be found out. He began to be discovered as the soft and caring human
being that he really is. Do not mistake what I say as suggesting that he
ever tolerated less than competent performance. His high standards for
academic performance were, to my knowledge, never compromised. But I
say, with some personal delight for having been associated with him, that
underneath a crusty, serpentine exterior there lies 2 warm and sensitive
individual. Quintin Johnstone the man has been supportive and depend-
able to me in my counseling of students in need. I thank him for it.
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Legal Writings of Quintin Johnstone

Books
LAND TRANSFER AND FINANCE: CASES AND MATERIALS (3d ed. forthcoming 1986) (with A. AXEL-
RoD and C. BERGER).

PARALEGALS: PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF A SATELLITE OCCUPATION (1985) (with M.
WENGLINSKY).

LAND TRANSFER AND FINANCE: CASES AND MATERIALS (2d ed. 1978) (with A. AXELROD and C.
BERGER).

LAND TRANSFER AND FINANCE: CASES AND MATERIALS (1971) (with A. AXELROD and C.
BERGER).

LAND TRANSFER AND FINANCE: CASES AND MATERIALS (Temp. ed. 1969) (with A. AXELROD and
C. BERGER).

LAwYERS AND THEIR WORK: AN ANALYSIS OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION IN THE UNITED STATES
AND ENGLAND (1967) (with D. Hopson).

SURVEY OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION, LEGAL Alp CLINIC REPORTS (ed. 1951).

ARTICLES

Some Thoughts on Legislation in Legal Education, 35 MErCeRr L. REv. 845 (1984).

Paralegals in English and American Law Offices, 2 WinDsor Y.B. Access Jusr. 152 (1982) (with
Flood).

The Future of the Legal Profession in Connecticut, 55 CONN. B.J. 256 (1981).

Australian Green Bans: Trade Union Activism Restricting Urban Development, 10 Urs. Law. 115
(1978).

The Future of Private Law Practice, 24 YALE L. Rep. 9 (1978).

Government Control of Urban Land Development in Australia: A Model Jor Comparison, 51 TuL.
L. REv. 547 (1977).

Proposed Reforms in Land Tenures, 50 AUSTRALIAN L.J. 331 (1976).
The Lawyer in the Year 2000: The Private Practitioner, 25 ALA. L. Rev. 13 (1972).

Systems of Land Title Protection in the United States and Possibilities Jor Their Improvement, in
PERSPECTIVES OF PROPERTY 187 (G. Wunderlich & G. Gibson eds. 1972).

American Assistance to African Legal Education, 46 TuL. L. Rv. 657 (1972).
Student Discontent and Educational Reform in the Law Schools, 23 J. LecaL Epuc. 255 (1971).

Legal Education in Uganda: A Report to the Attorney-General (with Gower & Stevens) in GOVERN-
MENT MEMORANDUM ON THE REPORT OF A COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO STUDY AND MAKE
RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING LEGAL EpucaTion (Republic of Uganda Sessional Paper
No. 3, 1969).

Sixth Annual Report from the Dean, 6 J. ETHIOPIAN L. 15 (1969).

Forward in PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE ON LEGAL EDUCATION IN AFRICA 1 (1968).
Fifth Annual Report from the Dean, 5 J. ETHior1an L. 15 (1968).

Roundtable on Curricular Reform: Introduction, 20 J- LEcaL Epuc. 387 (1968).

Legal Education in Ethiopia, 15 YALE L. Rep. 1 (1968).

Symposium on Legal Education: Introduction, 21 U. Miam1 L. Rev. 505 (1967).

Models for Curricular Reform, 21 U. Miam L. Rev. 544 (1967).
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The Need for Re-evaluation and the Prospective Performance of the ABA Special Committee on
Evaluation of Ethical Standards, 33 TENN. L. Rev. 169 (1966).

American Participation in East African Legal Education, 16 J. LEGAL Epuc. 312 (1964).
Urban Housing Problems in the United States, YALE ALUMNI MAG., June 1963, at 11.

L'Enseignement Juridigue aux U.S.A., 15 CAHIERS DE L’AssoCIATION NATIONALE DES DOCTEURS
EN DRorT 82 (1962) (written in English and translated for publication).

Issues Facing the Juvenile Court Judge, 13 Juv. Cr. Jupces J. 43 (1962).
The Family Court, 13 ANNALES DE LA FACULTE DE DROITE D’INSTANBUL 188 (1960).
Title Insurance, 26 Ins. Couns. J. 373 (1959).

Judicial Consideration of Moral Doctrine in Government Land Use Control Litigation, 8 U. KaN.
L. Rev. 1 (1959).

Family Law Procedure and Administration, in THE CHILD AT Law 22 (Report of the Twenty-
Eighth Ross Pediatric Conference 1958).

The Federal Urban Renewal Program, 25 U. CHi. L. Rev. 301 (1958).
Title Insurance, 66 YALE L.J. 492 (1957).

Die Entwicklung von Familiengerichten in den Vereinigten Staaten, 34 ARCHIV FUr Die Crvius-
T1SCHE PrAXIS 34 (1955) (written in English and translated for publication).

Trends in Family Law Administration, 2 CHILDREN 32 (1955).

The Unauthorized Practice Controversy, A Struggle Among Power Groups, 4 U. KAN. L. Rev. 1
(1955).

Legal Aid, 10 YOUurR Gov't 3 (1955).
An Evaluation of the Rules of Statutory Interpretation, 3 U. KaN. L. Rev. 1 (1954).

Marriage Counseling Services in Kansas and Kansas City, Missouri, 3 U. Kan. L. Rev. 116
(1954).

Family Courts, 22 U. Kan. CiTY L. REev. 18 (1953).
Divorce Dismissals: A Field Study, 1 U. Kan. L. Rev. 245 (1953).
Child Custody (pts. 1 & 2), 1 U. Kan. L. Rev. 37, 165 (1952-53).

Divorce: The Place of the Legal System in Dealing with Marital-Discord Cases, 31 Or. L. Rev. 297
(1952).

Law School Legal Aid Clinics, 3 J. LEGAL Epuc. 535 (1951).

Some Suggested Additions to the Small Law School’s Program, 2 J. LEGAL Epuc. 96 (1949) (with
York). ’

The Use of Extrinsic Aids to Statutory Construction in Oregon, 29 OR. L. Rev. 1 (1949).

Book REVIEWS
11 Fep. L. REv. 116 (1982) (reviewing P. TroY, A FAIR PRICE, Tue Lanp CoMMIsSION Pro-
GRAM, 1972-1977 (1978)).
24 U. CHL. L. REv. 798 (1957) (reviewing M. VIRTUE, FAMILY Cases IN CourT (1956)).

65 YALE L.J. 755 (1956) (reviewing M. MEYERSON & E. BANFIELD, POLITICS, PLANNING, AND
THE PUBLIC INTEREST: THE Cast oF PusLic HousING IN CHICAGO (1955)).

26 Miss. L.J. 202 (1955) (reviewing R. KEETON, TriaL TAcTIcS AND METHODS (1954)).

3 U. Kan. L. REv. 178 (1954) (reviewing THE CASE METHOD AT THE HARVARD BUSINESS
ScrooL (M. McNair ed.)).

3 U. Kan. L. REv. 382 (1955) (reviewing E. HOEBEL, THE LAw OF PRIMITIVE MAN: A STUDY IN
COMPARATIVE LEGAL Dynamics (1954)).
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2 U. KaN. L. REv. 418 (1954) (reviewing AMERICAN JURISPRUDENCE LEGAL ForMS, ANNOTATED
(1953)).

1 U. KaN. L. Rev. 235 (1953) (reviewing K. REDDEN & A. THELAN, THE LAWYER’S INVESTMENT
ManvaL (1952)).

20 U. Kan. Crty L. REv. 194 (1952) (reviewing M. PLOSCOWE, SEX AND THE Law (1951)).
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